CHAPTER IX.
THE FIGHT.
THE armies of the contending parties marched by
common consent to Kurukshetra, a vast plain to the
north-west of Defyli. Duryodhana's camp, according
to the Mahabharata, extended over a length of 20 miles,
and it was as beautiful and commodious as Hastina-
pura itself. Naturally his line of front must have
extended for miles together. The front of the Pandava
army was not so extended, for Yudhishthira said to
Arjuna. " Brihaspati has laid it down that a small force
should fight in a compact body* It should take the
formation of a cone." Duryodhana placed his eleven
divisions under eleven generals and Bhishma was
appointed the generalissimo of the Kaurava army.
Arjuna too placed his seven divisions under seven
generals and appointed Dhrishtadyumna as their com-
mander-in-chief.
Having bathed and said their prayers in the early
morning the fighters moved to their positions by sun-
rise. It was an ominous day as the sun rose dark and
dim. The human mind usually believes that portents
precede and accompany terrible events. Perhaps the
commotion in a vast mass of human brains is communi-
cated to the material world by that unseen link which
connects the spiritual with the mental and is therefore